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Responsive to the office action mailed on January 1 3, 2003 and 
the advisory action nnailed on April 1, 2003. 

Introductory Comments 
As an initial matter, applicants hereby respectfully request a one (1) 
month extension of time thereby extending the response due date until 
May 13, 2003. 

Claims 1-21 are pending in this application, wherein claims 5-8, 
and 1 6 have been withdrawn from consideration as directed to a non- 
elected species, new independent claim 20 and new dependent claim 21 
have been added, and claim 18 has been canceled. Claims 1-4, 9-15, 17, 
and 19-21 remain at issue. By this amendment, the total number of 
independent claims is increased to three (3), while the total number of 
claims remains at twenty (20). A check for $1 10.00 is enclosed herewith 
for the extension of time. 
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Furthermore, applicants wish to thank Examiner Novosad for taking 
the time on May 6, 2003 to conduct a telephonic interview to discuss the 
S^^<u>vil okL pending claims and the overall status of this case. In accordance with the 
fc/iz/oj^ discussion, applicants amend the claims and present the following 
remarks. 
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